Governmen t of Gujarat,

Home Depar tmen t,

Circular No, 4SN~-3276~3380-N,
Sachivalgy a,Gandhinagar,
Dated :23rd November, 1976,

CIRCULARs- Article-17 of the Cmstitution of India

aboOlishes Un touchability and forbids its practice in any

fomm  through it the coun try, Te enforcing of any
disability arising ait of Un touchability has been made a
cognizable offence under Un tauchability (Offences) Act,1955,

" . Untouchability Act has been recen tly now amended by

The/Un touchability (Offence) amendmen t and miscell aneus
provisiom Act, hereaf ter known as the protection of civil
Rights Act and this cOmes in to effect from 19 th November,1976,

It becomes nOw quite imperative m the part of the
law enforcing agencies ip sece that the.act is implemen ted
effectively arid properly, It is, therefore, impressed upm
all police 6fficers and staff in the field that a public
servan t who wilfubllyb n‘egl.ects the inves tiga fion of any
Offence puni-s\»hable under the protectiOn. of Clvil Rights Act
shall be deemed to have abétt_ea an Offen ce puniéhable under
the act. The Police Officers in the field are alvsbo recju@s ted
to guide and suil tably instruc t. the suka,.rd.inate- staff '
regardihg the non~compoindable nature of ‘Un tau chabili ty
Of fences, . . | .

Govermnmen t has decided tb have an in tensive drive
to ensure that public wells in each and every village of '
Gujarat are open tOvHarijanso In the first instance, 1a
c anpaign for e mon th shauld be started which shaakd
further be contlnued by the village officers i,e. Sarpanch
of the Vill age, Talati and Pblice Patei to see‘fhat {he
Harijans have agce3s tO public wells and each water works,
No twiths tanding any arrangement Of a separate wéll for
Harijans their right of access to the public water wells or
water faclilities should be enforced, The Police Inspector,
Talati, Palice Patel will be held personzliy respoasible

1T there is any lacuna o their part in the enfOrcement of
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’.[he InsnectOr General of POllce, Gu“JaratSta te, Ahmedabad.
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